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Abstract

This versified type of poetry addresses the widespread and prevalent conditions of the people
of this area. It offers a social critique of a range of negative phenomena and customs prevalent
in society, such as preoccupation with forbidden things, boasting about wealth and lineage,
pointless debates on religious matters, the corruption of scholars and community leaders, and
a lack of respect for religious figures. The poem presents these issues in an accessible and
eloquent style, using clear and impactful languages that calls for reform and return to religious
values and the tolerant ethics of Islam, which refine souls and revive virtues in society. The
poem also highlights the poet’s zeal for his community and his true faith. It is a historical and
religious work of art that has enriched the literary and religious heritage of the Kanem-Borno
region in particular and Nigerian and African Arabic literature in general.
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