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Abstract

The Arabic sound /dad/ is one of the most distinctive phonemes in Arabic phonology, described
by early scholars as unique among world languages. Classical Arab grammarians provided
detailed yet complex articulatory descriptions, while modern phoneticians have analyzed it
through acoustic and phonological approaches. This study compares the classical and modern
interpretations of the sound /dad/, focusing on its articulation, features, and phonetic evolution
in contemporary Arabic speech. The research adopts a descriptive, analytical, and
comparative methodology, referencing both traditional sources—such as Stbawayh’s Al-Kitab
and Ibn Jinni’s Sirr Sind ‘at al-1 rab—and modern works by Ibrahim Anis, Tammam Hassan,
Kamal Bishr, and Mahdi al-Makhzoumi. The study concludes that the classical /dad/ was a
voiced, lateral, emphatic sound distinct from the modern /d*/, indicating a historical shift in
Arabic pronunciation influenced by educational and dialectal factors.
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