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Abstract

’

This research paper, entitled “The Artistic Structure in the Poetry of Abu Ishaq El-Kanemi,’
examines the literary personality of the African poet Abu Ishaq El-Kanemi (d. c. 1212 CE), one
of the most prominent figures of Arabic literature in the Kanem-Borno region. He served as a
significant cultural link between the Central Sudanese kingdoms of Kanem and Borno and the
Maghreb, particularly the city of Marrakech, where he settled and produced much of his
literary work. The study aims to explore the artistic and intellectual dimensions of Abu Ishaq’s
poetry and to investigate his position on issues of identity, race, and cultural belonging.
Particular attention is given to his explicit defense of his Black identity and his Afro-Arab
affiliation as expressed through his poetic discourse. The research adopts the historical method
in tracing the poet’s life and intellectual background, while the analytical approach is
employed in examining the artistic structure and thematic features of his poetry. The study
concludes that Abu Ishaq’s poetry contributes to redefining the concept of human superiority
on the basis of moral and intellectual values rather than race or color. It further promotes the
notions of plural identity and transregional cultural belonging. The paper also discusses
Islamic culture in the Kingdom of Borno, questions of origin and identity, Abu Ishaq’s journey
to Morocco and settlement in Marrakech, as well as the themes and literary value of his poetry.

Keywords: Abu Ishaq El-Kanemi, artistic structure, Arabic poetry, Afro-Arab identity, Kanem-
Borno literature.
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